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Contributors to the book

Rod Allman is a Trustee and Honorary Lecture Secretary of the Manchester Geographical 
Society; he has served as Chairman and President. Before retiring he was a Senior Lecturer at 
Manchester Metropolitan University where he specialized in the human aspects of geography 
and served for a spell as geography course leader. Earlier in his career, he taught geography in 
secondary schools before moving into teacher education and training. 

Andrew Binder is a senior sustainable transport planner working for Mouchel (part of the 
WSP Group). As a part-time PhD student at the University of Salford, his research includes 
investigation of opportunities to influence travel behaviour during large-scale relocation of the 
workforce to MediaCityUK at Salford Quays. 

Derek Brumhead worked in adult education in Manchester for nearly 20 years before becoming 
administrator of New Mills Heritage Centre, from which he now is retired. He was awarded an 
MBE in 2004 for his work on New Mills heritage. With Terry Wyke, he wrote “A Walk around All 
Saints” and “A Walk around Castlefield”. His interest in Barton aerodrome began when he trained 
there for his private pilot’s licence. 

Liam Curtin is a visual artist. He has created a range of artworks, including the 15 m tall Blackpool 
High Tide Organ which he made with John Gooding in 2002. This turns waves into musical 
chords. Other projects have involved collaboration with engineers, musicians, astronomers and 
poets. Liam is a keen amateur pianist and is currently writing an opera. 

Cathy Delaney is a Trustee of the Manchester Geographical Society. She is a Senior Lecturer 
in Physical Geography at Manchester Metropolitan University, specialising in glaciology. Her 
interests include glacial landforms and deposits formed during deglaciation, particularly ice-
contact glaciofluvial landforms (eskers) and proglacial lake sediments. She has worked in Ireland, 
the United Kingdom, France, Spain and Iceland. 

Martin Dodge is a Senior Lecturer in Human Geography at the University of Manchester. His 
current research interests include historical geographies, the social politics of mapping, and the 
understanding of urban infrastructures. He has jointly authored three books analysing the spatial 
implications of digital technologies and has jointly edited several books on cartographic practice 
and theory. 
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Ian Douglas is a Trustee of the Manchester Geographical Society. He is Emeritus Professor 
of Physical Geography at Manchester University, which he joined in 1979. He taught on 
Manchester’s urban environment for over 20 years and has written widely about environmental 
and geomorphological problems in cities. Before coming to Manchester, he had posts at the 
University of New England in Australia and at the University of Hull. 

Paul Hindle is a Trustee and Honorary Secretary of the Manchester Geographical Society. His 
PhD was concerned with the road system of medieval England and Wales. Before taking very 
early retirement he was a Senior Lecturer at the University of Salford, and was Geography 
Course Tutor for 13 years. He has wide research and teaching interests and has written 10 Books, 
7 chapters in books and over 150 articles. 

Richard Knowles is Emeritus Professor of Transport Geography at the University of Salford, 
Chair of the International Geographical Union’s Commission on Transport and Geography, and 
Founding Editor of the Journal of Transport Geography. His research focuses on the impacts of 
transport infrastructure investments, transport privatisation and deregulation. He has published 
7 books and numerous research papers, book chapters and reports. 

Keith Sutton is a Trustee of the Manchester Geographical Society. At the University of 
Manchester, his teaching specialities were Third World Development and Rural Settlement 
Studies, with particular reference to North Africa and Malaysia. He has published numerous book 
chapters and articles about these fields of interest. He was born and brought up in Chorlton-cum-
Hardy. 

Wilfred Theakstone is a Trustee and Honorary Treasurer of the Manchester Geographical Society.  
A glaciologist with an interest in changes of snow, ice and climate around the Arctic Circle in 
Norway, he currently has an Honorary Fellowship at the University of Manchester School of 
Environment, Education and Development. He has lived in Saddleworth for more than 40 years. 
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