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3.3  Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal: Nob End
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Aims:  A walking tour to investigate the remains of the central section of the Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal, and its 
associated structures and industries.
Starting point:  Moses Gate Country Park, Hall Lane, Farnworth (A6053).  From Moses Gate station (Manchester-Bolton 
line), turn left out of station, right at traffic lights and continue down Loxham Street to the Park.
Estimated time:  1¼  hours (3 miles / 5 km); can be extended to 2 hours (5 miles / 8 km).
Further information:  See the Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal Society website: www.mbbcs.org.uk
The Society has published books relating to the canal, including:
Parker, S. and Chester-Browne, R. (1989)  A Towpath Guide to the Manchester Bolton and Bury Canal
Tomlinson, V. I. (1991)  The Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal
Fletcher, J. & M. (1992)  Circular Walks on the Manchester Bolton and Bury Canal
Chester-Browne, R. (1995)  The Manchester Bolton and Bury Canal – History in Pictures

www.croal-irwellvalley.org.uk
www.visit-bolton.com/attractions-activities/country.htm 
Maps:  The Alan Godfrey Ordnance Survey 25” reproductions are invaluable.  www.alangodfreymaps.co.uk  

Three sheets cover this trip: Lancashire Sheets 95.02 (Moses Gate 1908), 95.03 (Little Lever 1927), 95.07 (Stoneclough & 
Ringley 1907).
Date of last revision:  March 2007

Introduction
The Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal obtained its Act of 
Parliament in 1791, and was completed in 1796 (though 
it was not connected to the River Irwell in Salford until 
1808). From Salford the canal runs up the Irwell valley, 
crossing the river twice, to reach Nob End. Here it climbs 
the impressive Prestolee Locks, and then splits into two 
branches leading to Bolton and Bury. The canal was built 
principally to serve the many collieries in the area, as well 
as to transport many other cargoes such as stone and timber. 
There were also passenger boats which covered the distance 
from Manchester to Bolton in three hours. Once built, many 
collieries and factories were built on its banks, or linked to it 
by roads and tramways. The canal company almost turned 
itself into a railway in 1831, but instead built and opened the 
Manchester to Bolton line by 1838. By 1846 a parallel railway 
had been built to Bury, and the canal went into decline. The 
Bolton arm went out of use in 1924, though with some minor 
use until 1947. The Bury arm suffered a catastrophic breach 
just above Nob End in 1936, but the then isolated Bury arm 
continued to be used until 1951, principally because of the 
canalside Ladyshore Colliery. The final section of the canal 

was officially closed in 1961, and much of it was filled in. 
The Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal Society was formed 
in 1987, and in 2002 its full restoration was announced by 
British Waterways; restoration began in 2007.

Walking Tour
In Moses Gate Country Park, go between Crompton Lodges 
and the River Croal. The lodges were formerly reservoirs 
for Farnworth Paper Mill and are now used for model boats 
and for wildlife. Ahead is Rock Hall, restored in the 1982 as 
an Information Centre. The area between Rock Hall and the 
river was once the site of Farnworth Paper Mill, dating back 
to 1674. It was run by various members of the Crompton 
family, notably Thomas Bonsor Crompton in the nineteenth 
century. The Cromptons had built Rock Hall in 1807; T B 
Crompton however preferred to live at Vale House, which 
formerly stood by the weir, near the present toilets. On the 
death of T B Crompton in 1883, the mill ceased making 
paper, and was reopened as Farnworth Bleachery in 1894 
by J B Champion; it closed in the 1930s and nothing now 
remains. Follow the main path, away from the river, towards 
the red footbridge.
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