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Introduction

The Castlefield area lies in the south western part of the
city centre in a part of the fringe zone. It is an historic
district which fell into decay in the 1960s and 1970s, was
rediscovered in the 1980s, has since been renovated and been
given anew role in the economic life of the city centre. It can
be defined in various ways but for the purpose of this trail
will include Manchester Central and Granada Television.

This is an historic quarter, containing the site of the
Roman settlement (AD 43), the wharves on the River Irwell
(from 1734), the terminus of the Bridgewater Canal (1765),
the Rochdale Canal link to Yorkshire and to a wider canal
network (1800), the terminus of the Liverpool to Manchester
Railway (1830), the Lower and Upper Campfield markets
(1880 and 1882 respectively), and railway viaducts carrying
the tracks to Piccadilly (1849) and Central Station (1878).
However, just to the north of the area, high class housing
was built in the early nineteenth century and St. John Street
survives, once the Harley Street of Manchester.

By the 1970s the area was decaying rapidly and was
typical of many of the areas on the fringe of the city centre.
Central Station and the Great Northern Warehouse closed
in 1969, and the Liverpool Road goods depot in 1975. The
Lower Campfield Market, which as City Hall had been
used for exhibitions, was also closed. Older housing was
being demolished, many of the canal arms had been filled
in and the remaining industry was poor and unsightly and
included concrete depots and scrapyards. The only growing
activity was Granada TV which had moved to its site in
1956 and as well as new buildings had occupied some old
warehouses.

Simultaneously however the area was being redis-
covered. In the early 1970s excavations uncovered part
of the site of the Roman fort. Following the closure of the
goods depot a group campaigned for the preservation of the
site, especially of course the original railway station, which
was well received as it coincided with the build-up to the
celebrations surrounding the 150th anniversary in 1980. In
1978 the Greater Manchester Council purchased both the
Central Station (including the Great Northern Warehouse)
and the Liverpool Road site. A year later in 1979 Castlefield
was declared a Conservation Area and in 1982 an Urban
Heritage Park. Gradually plans evolved not merely to
conserve the area but to promote leisure and tourism. In
1983 the Museum of Science and Industry was opened in
the goods depot and an Air and Space museum in Lower
Campfield Market (later united as one institution). In 1986
the G-Mex exhibition centre, now Manchester Central, was
opened in the former Central Station and in 1988 Granada
Studios Tours opened. Between 1988 and 1996 the Central
Manchester Development Corporation had responsibility for
Castlefield and there was further investment in reclaiming
the area and developing the infrastructure.

While much progress has been made, particularly
with regard to the environment, it has been more difficult
to develop visitor attractions. In place of these there has
been more residential development and also offices and
studios. However the leisure function has grown as shown
by the number of bars and restaurants. Several events are
held in the area such as the Castlefield Carnival when the
area comes alive and the canals are lined with boats, but at
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other times the area is less lively. A Castlefield Management
Company has been formed to maintain the area and includes
a Ranger Service.

Note that there is no free parking in the area. Within Castlefield

there are map and information hoards.
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1. Start at the front of Manchester Central. From this position
a number of sites can be seen including the Bridgewater
(concert) Hall opened in 1996 and the terracotta 303 bedroom
Midland Hotel (built 1903 as an hotel for the railway station).
Manchester Central was opened in 1986 (then called G-
Mex) as a 100,000 square foot exhibition centre using the
old Central Station. Compared to other exhibition centres
around the world it is fairly small and relies heavily on
public rather than trade shows. A Seminar Centre (on
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the western side) was opened in 1995. A £23m 800 seat
Convention Centre, now incorporated into Manchester
Central, was opened in Spring 2001 which was expected to
attract an extra 50,000 conference visitors to Manchester; this
has contributed to the hotel boom in the city centre. Also
visible from this site is the Great Northern Tower, completed
in 2007 and containing 257 flats. The back of the Radisson
Edwardian Hotel can also be seen.

Exploring Greater Manchester 1.4






